
When a person falls ill, it is only this spiritual, self acting (automatic) vital force,
everywhere present in his organism, that is primarily deranged by the dynamic1
influence upon it of a morbific agent inimical to life; it is only the vital force,
deranged to such an abnormal state, that can furnish the organism with its
disagreeable sensations, and incline it to the irregular processes which we call
disease; for, as a power invisible in itself, and only cognizable by its effects on the
organism, its morbid derangement only makes itself known by the manifestation
of disease in the sensations and functions of those parts of the organism exposed
to the senses of the observer and physician, that is, by morbid symptoms, and in no
other way can it make itself known.

WWW.LEARNHOMEO.COM

APHORISM 11



With respect to the first point, the following will serve as a general preliminary view.
The disease to which man is liable are either rapid morbid processes of the
abnormally deranged vital force, which have a tendency to finish their course more or
less quickly, but always in a moderate time - these are termed acute diseases; - or
they are diseases of such a character that, with small, often imperceptible beginnings,
dynamically derange the living organism, each in its own peculiar manner, and cause
it gradually to deviate from the healthy condition, in such a way that the automatic
life energy, called vital force, whose office is to preserve the health, only opposes to
them at the commencement and during their progress imperfect, unsuitable, useless
resistance, but is unable of itself to extinguish them, but must helplessly suffer (them
to spread and) itself to be ever more and more abnormally deranged, until at length
the organism is destroyed; these are termed chronic diseases. They are caused by
infection with a chronic miasm.
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As regards acute diseases, they are either of such a kind as attack human beings individually, the exciting cause
being injurious influences to which they were particularly exposed. Excesses in food, or an insufficient supply of
it, severe physical impression, chills, over heatings, dissipation, strains, etc., or physical irritations, mental
emotions, and the like, are exciting causes of such acute febrile affections; in reality, however, they are generally
only a transient explosion of latent psora, which spontaneously returns to its dormant state if the acute diseases
were not of too violent a character and were soon quelled. Or they are of such a kind as attack several persons at
the same time, here and there (sporadically), by means of meteoric or telluric influences and injurious agents, the
susceptibility for being morbidly affected by which is possessed by only a few persons at one time. Allied to
these are those diseases in which many persons are attacked with very similar sufferings from the same cause
(epidemically); these diseases generally become infectious (contagious) when they prevail among thickly
congregated masses of human beings. Thence arise fevers1, in each instance of a peculiar nature, and, because
the cases of disease have an identical origin, they set up in all those they affect an identical morbid process,
which when left to itself terminates in a moderate period of time in death or recovery. The calamities of war,
inundations and famine are not infrequently their exciting causes and producers - sometimes they are peculiar
acute miasms which recur in the same manner (hence known by some traditional name), which either attack
persons but once in a lifetime, as the smallpox, measles, whooping-cough, the ancient, smooth, bright red scarlet
fever2 of Sydenham, the mumps, etc., or such as recur frequently in pretty much the same manner, the plague of
the Levant, the yellow fever of the sea-coast, the Asiatic cholera, etc.
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1 The homoeopathic physician, who does not entertain the foregone conclusion devised by the ordinary school
(who have fixed upon a few names of such fevers, besides which mighty nature dare not produce any others, so
as to admit of their treating these disease according to some fixed method), does not acknowledge the names
goal fever, bilious fever, typhus fever, putrid fever, nervous fever or mucous fever, but treats them each according
to their several peculiarities.

2 Subsequently to the year 1801 a kind of pupura miliaris (roodvonk), which came from the West, was by
physicians confounded with the scarlet fever, notwithstanding that they exhibited totally different symptoms,
that the latter found its prophylatic and curative remedy in belladonna, the former in aconite, and that the
former was generally merely sporadic, while the latter was invariable epidemic. Of late years it seems as if the
two occasionally joined to form an eruptive fever of a peculiar kind, for which neither the one nor the other
remedy, alone, will be found to be exactly homoeopathic.
 

WWW.LEARNHOMEO.COM

APHORISM 73



WWW.LEARNHOMEO.COM

If a patient complain of one or more trivial symptoms, that have been only
observed a short time previously, the physician should not regard this as a fully
developed disease but requires serious medical aid. A slight alteration in the diet
and regimen will usually suffice to dispel such an indisposition.
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In order to effect a radical cure in such cases, which are by no means rare, after
the acute state has pretty well subsided, an appropriate antipsoric treatment (as is
taught in my work on Chronic Diseases) must then be directed against the
symptoms that still remain and the morbid state of health to which the patient
was previously subject. In chronic local maladies that are not obviously venereal,
the antipsoric internal treatment is, moreover, alone requisite.
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Every perceptibly progressive and strikingly increasing amelioration during treatment is a condition which, as
long as it lasts, completely precludes every repetition of the administration of any medicine whatsoever, because
all the good the medicine taken continues to effect is now hastening towards its completion. This is not
infrequently the cause in acute diseases, but in more chronic diseases, on the other hand, a single dose of an
appropriately selected homoeopathic remedy will at times complete even with but slowly progressive
improvement and give the help which such a remedy in such a case can accomplish naturally within 40, 50, 60,
100 days. This is, however, but rarely the case; and besides, it must be a matter of great importance to the
physician as well as to the patient that were it possible, this period should be diminished to one-half, one-quarter,
and even still less, so that a much more rapid cure might be obtained. And this may be very happily affected, as
recent and oft-repeated observations have taught me under the following conditions: firstly, if the medicine
selected with the utmost care was perfectly homoeopathic; secondly, if it is highly potentized, dissolved in water
and given in proper small dose that experience has taught as the most suitable in definite intervals for the
quickest accomplishment of the cure but with the precaution, that the degree of every dose deviate somewhat
from the preceding and following in order that the vital principle which is to be altered to a similar medicinal
disease be not aroused to untoward reactions and revolt as is always the case1 with unmodified and especially
rapidly repeated doses.
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What I said in the fifth edition of the organon, in a long note to this paragraph in order to prevent these
undesirable reactions of the vital energy, was all the experience I then had justified. But during the last four or
five years, however, all these difficulties are wholly solved by my new altered but perfected method. The same
carefully selected medicine may now be given daily and for months, if necessary in this way, namely, after the
lower degree of potency has been used for one or two weeks in the treatment of chronic disease, advance is
made in the same way to higher degrees, (beginning according to the new dynamization method, taught herewith
with the use of the lowest degrees).
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